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Abbreviated Abstract: The aim of this project was improving the experiences of families and carers, following the
bereavement of loved ones in hospital, with all in-patient areas using dignified and respectful boxes/bags to return
patients’ valuables and belongings to families and carers instead of plastic bags.

We worked in collaboration with our local volunteer centre, local companies and communities across the Western Isles to
design and sew bags for the project
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Previous work, challenge, and approach
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Technigues and Methods
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Results and Conclusions

Outcome: This project has allowed the communities of the Western Isles to focus on a positive message
of the importance, when someone dies, of being respectful to their loss and their memories of the
person and acknowledging this with the people who are important to them

‘The patient bag would be a good idea
and it would take away the feeling of
dismay and that we have memories we
can look at or put away in a safe place’.
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