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Palliative Care Opposition to Assisted Dying

WHO definition: “neither hasten nor postpone death”

Most palliative care associations around the world are 
opposed and are often vocal in their opposition 
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Legalisation

what happens next …?

Literature Review

Wellcome funded case study

Systematic Scoping Review

Published 2020

Surprisingly little literature

WHY?
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Varied and Contested

BELGIUM: 4 studies – integral and synergistic relationship

CANADA: 1 study (Toronto) – institutional processes can accommodate 
conscientious objections – collaborative, integrative

SWITZERLAND: 2 studies – not offered as part of PC – ambivalent, 
cooperative, opposed

OREGON & WASHINGTON: 9 studies – co-operative, not mutually 
exclusive but also conflicted and opposed

Key Issues as of 2023

Can have AD without PC supporting it - HOWEVER

Without support, access can be impeded, suffering exacerbated

Inevitable involvement (even if indirect)

Often a lack of clear guidance, training etc.

Grey areas, staff confusion/unease

Conscientious objection: individual & institutional

Fears that administering AD takes time and resource away from PC
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Conclusion

Attitudes of palliative care professionals can shift post-
legalization and become more supportive

Cultural shifts within healthcare (as social stigma declines)

Significant procedural challenges post-implementation
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